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! For the first time in three years the annual gathering of the PHSSW took 

place in person. Meeting at the Lake Highlands Presbyterian Church in Dallas, 

the Society heard four excellent presentations. Following a dinner Friday evening 

Rev. Frank Ehman delivered the keynote presentation on five “unsung heroes” in 

his life and ministry, persons who might not make the history books, but who in 

their own way made a positive impact on the lives around them. 

! Ms. K. A. Schmidt, a member of First Presbyterian Church in La Grange, 

Texas kicked off our Saturday morning meeting with an account of the history of 

that congregation. The history was written by Rev. Jerry Hurst, retired pastor of 

that congregation. Hurst had agreed to serve on the PHSSW board before his 

sudden death in February of 2021. The history has been published in a very 

attractive volume. 

! Mr. McKee Smith followed with his story of how he and his wife adopted 

two children through the Presbyterian Children’s Home and Service Agency. 

Fascinating was the way in which Smith’s family experience coincided with much 

of the story of the PCHAS, particularly the Itasca, Texas campus of that agency. 

! The final presentation came from Rev. Jim Ainsworth whose paper focused 

on the relationship between the First Presbyterian Church of Crockett, Texas and 

Mary Allen College, a school primarily for African Americans, a school that was 

started primarily through the efforts of Rev. Samuel Fisher Tenney, pastor of the 

Crockett church for 56 years (1870-1926). The school opened in January 1886. 

! The wide range of topics in these papers reflect only a small portion of the 



manifold witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ in the Presbyterian and Reformed 

tradition in the Southwest. These stories will be published later this year in the 

Annual Proceedings of the Society and will be mailed to its members. Hopefully, 

you might be inspired to find those ways in which individuals, congregations, 

institutions have made unique contributions to our life together. That is the chief 

purpose of this Society. 

! The PHSSW board is working with the Presbyterian Historical Society in 

Philadelphia to have all papers over the past 40-plus years digitized, so that they 

can be posted on the Society’s website and made available to PHSSW 

members. This should be helpful to those wishing to do research on 

Presbyterianism (both PCUSA and Cumberland) in the Southwest. The board is 

also exploring the possibility of expanding its outreach to include Presbyterians in 

New Mexico. 

! Membership in the Society is $20 per year for an individual, $25 per year 

for a couple, and $100 per year for a church or an institution. Of course, any gifts 

over and above membership are always welcome. Payment can be sent to Dr. 

James Currie at 5525 Traviston Ct., Austin, TX 78738. 

! The 2023 annual meeting will be held March 24-25 in New Orleans. There 

is no charge for attending these meetings, and all are welcome. Anyone with 

questions should feel free to contact Dr. Currie at jjcurrie5152@gmail.com. 
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